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The African Reparations Movement
‘A Call as old as Justide’ — by Dorothy Kuya

THE case for reparaticns for African peoples is net
new, it has been debated throughout the centuries,
whenever African peeples have met together 10 dis-
cuss their rights, ] remember being at a Black commu-
nity conference in the sarly seventes, when a resolu-
tion was put demanding repararions for all people of
African descent. Then, as now, it was not just s
dernand for moncy, but for a recoznition of the injus-
dces, the indignities and the brunlity experienced by
people of African descent, throughout slavery and
colonjalism and in present times under nec-colonial-
ism and racism.

Reparations was an issu¢ when Britain
abclished slavery. The then British
parligment voted £20 million com-
pensation w0 be paid to the Slaves
Ownars, but not a penny for those
who had been slaves. Owners of
giaves in Brazil were also rewarded.
Tn the United States, at the time of eman-
cipation in the 1860°s sach freed slave wes
promised ‘40 acres and a mule’. The
promise was not kept In New York in 1969,
James Foreman of the Students Non-Violent
Coordination Corymittee, called upon the white
¢urches to pay $500 million in reparation for slav-
ery and racism. That demand has been jgnored. [n
1959 the Congressionel Black Caucus institured a bill
in the US Congress for Reparations. This was unsuc-
cessful, Clearly a new strategy was needed if African
peoples were to be successful in their righteous
d=mands.

Research has bzen done into the success of other
groups of oppressed peaples in seeking and obtaining
reparations. Japancse Americans were successful in
obraining compensation from the US govermnment for
the victimisation they experienced during World War
II (WWII), The US Government paid reparations to
the gavernment of Colombia because they excised the
territory of Panama from that country. Therz are glso
claims in the pipelines by the Sioux Peoples to the
Black Lands of Dakots, as well as by other native
American groups, against the US govemment.

After the First World War. German liability for the
damage they caused, was fixed at 132 billion goid
marks. Following WWIL, the European Allies filed
claims against Germany for $320 billicn. Jraly and
Finland have also had clsims made against them for
the sams period. The basis of these claims were that,
as a result of the wartime activities of these counmies
there was: bodily loss, Joss of liberty and of property,
injury 1o professional careers, dislocarion and forced

07/03

'83 09:24

emigration. Time Was spent in concentration camps
because of acial, religious and political persecunon.
Other burdens wege cavsed by loss of life of family
members and somgtimes whole communities, as well
as social and instoptionsl disorder. Thers was also the
economic cost of war, value of civilian goods and ser-
vices lost becausd of the war. Pavments heve been
made to individuals, institutions and states, in cash
and kind, goods anfl services, capital equipment, lanc,
farm and forest products. All of the above terms could
apuly to African pdoples and their termibls experiences
throughout the centuries.

West G¢rmany has made large reparations
ta the Jewish people, €.g. it has paid to
Israk] 52 billion to make amends to

v pensions to each inmare of 2
tration camyp. lirael was given
millicn fo settle 50,000 Jewish

lel by Hitler, Since then more has
piven to individuvals and institu-
tipns.| The latest being $63 million 10
80,000 Jewish people from East Germany.
These mal be large sums of money but they

¢an never fiflly replace the suffering and losses
experienced by millions of Jews during World War IT.
In recent cases Iraq had to pay repacations for its inva-
sion of Kuwair, A Tew vears ago land und money was
made over to somne of the Maorti people of New
Zealand, 25 well af a formal and public apology by
Gueen Elizabeth 1], for past deeds. There are vther
steps being taken tp restore (¢ other native peoples in
Canada and Austrhlia, their land and wealth which
was plundered. There has been recert publicity about
the plight of Abotigine p=ople who were forcibly
removed trom thei (amilies and put out ta adopgon ©
white families. Thay are to sue the Australian govermn-
menr, In relation t¢ art and cultural objects, there are
many demands beifie made by European govermments
for the tetutn of significant items which were stolen
by other Europeans. The Elgin Marbles in the British
Museum are a cade in point. A recent dispute bas
atisen sbout the Trojan Treacure currently on display
ir Moscow. The Gepmans claim it as theirs, and was
stolen by the Rusgian Army when they defeated the
Germans afrer WWII. The Greek govermnment has now
stepped in to claim the weasure as it was stolen by a
Germean who dug ifup in the Jast cenrury.

The tight to reparations has strong legal underpinning
and was recogniceq in intemational law as fer back as
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1928 (Chorzow Factory Case, Germany v Poland).
There is altc recognition that the descendants of the
original vietims of war and all its attendant acts ¢an
continug to suffer the consequences of the original
crimes which were committed against their forbears.
The case of Israel successfully claiming reparations
from West Germany is parti¢ularly interesting as
jarael did oot exist undl afrer World War I1. All of
these precedents provide a basis for people in Africa
and the African diaspora to begin to develop the swuc-
wras which will enable them to mount ths necessary
claims. Developments are already taking place to
expedite these.

At 8 meeting of the Organisation of Affican Unity
(OAU) keld in Nigeria in December 1991, the OAU
endorsed and adopred the ‘crusade for reparations’
from those countries involved in the enslavement and
colonisation of African peoples. A Group of Eminent
Persons (GEP) were enpannelled at the Dakar summit
of the OAU in [952. Their 125k is to continuously
monitor the iscue, to take action and advise. The First
Pan-African Conference on Reparations, sponsored by
M.K.O. Abiola and hosted by the Nigerian govern-
meny, was beld in Abuja in 1993, In attendance were
delegates ffom thirty African countries, members
from the Diplomatic Corps of Eurcpean countriss,
Scholars, journalists and representatives from major
organisations in the African diaspora met to discuss
and co-ordinate ‘a Pan-African Crusade’ to demand
‘reparations for enslavement, colonisation and neo-
colonialism’, and to caryy it into every area of intema-
tional politics. The conference endorsed and adopted a
deciaration to take the issue forward (see Abuja
Declaration at the end of article).

Bemis Grant MP, was invited o the conference and
recurned to the UK, determined to raise the igsue here.
He called together a group of like-minded people.
This led to the setting up of the African Reparations
Movement UK (ARM, UK). The organisation coan-

vened a national conference in Birmingham in 1594,

The ARM UK has since been consolidating i posi-
tion, developing a constinition and ¢reating a swategy.
There is a now a small committee of founder mem-
bers. A bady of sponsors of national and international-
ly known figures is being assembled, 2nd financial
backing is being sought.
In 1993, Bernie Grent also put down a motion in the
House of Commons, which was signed by B3 mem-
bers of parliament. In March 1596, Lord Gifford
opeped & debate in the House of Lords, which gave
firther publicity to the issue. There is also & site on
the internat, the address is:
httpziche.arc.co.uldarm/home.htmi,
This has elicited tremendous interest world-wide and
thousands of enquiries are pouring into Bemie Grant's
office.
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SUMMARY OF CV. Telﬁ;!_lyF A% 1%?1 726 0941

HMAIR CAREER TRATINING.
Trained as a Secretary on lsaving school. (ualified as a Nursery
Murse and later as a General Hospital Nurse.
Trained and qualified as a Junior teacher and lspecialised in

Arts and Crafts.

EMPLOYMENT. !
From the age of 16 worked firstly in officers |then in bhoth
residential and day Childrens Nurseries. Latexy in a variety
of Hospitals, dealing with surgical and medicgl care.

COMMUNITY AND RACE RELATIONS,

Became the first Community Relations {fficer for Merseyside

end developed major anti-racist policies over |a period of 7
years. e.g. lnitiated the Campaign an Raciam in childrens Books,
and adited the anti-racist magazine 'The Dragqdns teeth'. Sst

up Ujimas in Liverpool, one of the first Hostgls for homeless
Black Youth., 4&s well as cultural and employment prograzmes,

My later work in Adult education in West Londgn I organised
literacy and commuoicy language classes. Artg workshops, and
progranm@es to assist the Nottinghill Carnival [costume makars,

Az the Principsl Race Relatione hdviser 4n thd London Borough

of Haringey, [ was responsible for advising all the Conncil
Departmentas and its Officers on the promotion |of good anti-racist
policies and equality of opportuniy in its employment and
customers services. |

Became Director of Affirmata, a training agendy, which
specialised in Anti-Racist and Eguality training, all over the
Uniced Kingdom. Later worked in a European aggncy a=sisting
with the allocation of funding to leocal community groups.

COMMITTEE AKD ORGANISATION MEMBERSHIP,
Have served onm local radio councils, many typHs of educatdion
commitrees dealing mainly with race relaticns |issues in both
Liverpool and Londen. Was chair of & committee Advising con Raciso
in the Catholic Church. Chair of a number of Housing
Azgociations. A member of the Broadwater Farm |Inquiry, and of

the Committee pn Race Relations and the YMCA, A member of the
Home Office Police Race Training Working Party. As well a5 being
as z memehbers of the Board of Visirors to Brijton prison.

I was also a founder members of the Racism Awdreness Training
Programe Unit and of the African Reparations Movement (UK),

I am alsc a member of the Women of the Year Ajsociatian Conncil
znd of rhe Board of the Granby Toxteth Pertnernship,

PUBLICATIONS,
I've written for many publications. Among majqr books is a
chapter in the Penguin publication 'Education |[Fer Equalicy'and
ig the 'Slanr of the Pen' the latter published by the World
Council of churches. Both in 1978.
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